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Mr. Helms 


had originally 


thought that a single paper was to be prepared 


incorporating data assembled by [ land the 

summary of the Security Committee report. | STATi 

returned the OS paper to | indicating DD7I 

judgment that it should be submitted separately from 
the material in the memorandum to Mr. Ehrlichman 
which you sent on Tuesday. The attached was prepared 
on the assumption you wish to send a second paper. 

(signed) John W. Cof£©Y 
JohnW. Coffey 
1 9 AUG 1971 

DD/S:JWC:maq 
Distribution: 

Orig - DCI w/O & 3 ccys DD/S 71~ A3o^ and O & 6 ccys DD/S (by hand maq to Eliz) 
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Memo dtd 19 Aug 71 for DCI fr A -D/Sec, subj: Unauthorized 
EJlsclosures in the NewsMedia 

Proposed Memo dtd g 0 AUG 1971 for Mr> j 0 hn D> Ehrlichman fr 

Richard Helms, subj: Unauthorized Disclosures in the News Media 
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1 9 AUG 1971 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of C ont r&l intelligence 


THROUGH 


Deputy Director for Support 


SUBJECT 


Unauthorised Disclosures in the Nows Media 


1. This memorandum suggests action on the part of the DC I; 
such action is contained in paragraph 3. 

2. The attached memorandum contains a general summary of 
the US IB Security Committee volume, "Unauthorised Disclosures in 
the News Media, " which was requested by David Young of the White 
House last week. The summary was prepared by this Office pursuant 
to your instruction to the Director of Security that the volume itself 
not be released outside the Agency. 

3. It is recommended that you sign the attached memorandum. 
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Acting Director of Security 
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MiSMORAHEHIM FOR; Mr. John D. £hrlichman 

Special Aiaiatatf to the Preside at 
for Doanttk Affairs 


SUB J EC T ; Unaathormi Disclosures ia the News Acadia 


S attach a summary of the 175 IE Security Coeai.ti.itt** wtuit, 
'Unauthorised Disclosures is the /Stows Media'* as reuaestsd by 
Mr. David Teaa| last week. 
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SUBJECT; Uaauthorirad Disclosures is the N<iw a Media 


ORIGINATOR; 






ity 

Acting Director of Securl 


CONCURRENCE: 


1 9 AUG 1971 

Date 


( signed ; John if. Coffey 


Jeha W. Coffey 
Dejmty Director 
for Support 


1 9 AUG 1971 
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SUBJECT: Unauthorized Disclosures in the New* Media 


1. Th* problem of unauthorized disclosures in the news 
media has beau a source of serious concern to the intelligence 
community for the past decade and to the Director of Central 
Intelligence, who is charged with the responsibility for the 
protection of intelligence sources and methods under the 
authority of th# National Security Act of 1947. 

2. Recently, there has bean a sharp increase in the 
number of unauthorised disclosures, especially in th# fields 
of compartmsnted intelligence. During this period the great- 
est number of leaks originated with reporters whoso articles 
appeared in The Washington Post and The New York Fimas . 

3. As a result, in 1973 the matter of unauthorised 
disclosures in the nows media was the subject of a thorough 
re -examination by the Security Committee of th# United States 
Intelligence Board. The Security Committee subsequently 
originated a mechanism whereby immediate investigation of 
unauthorized disclosures was accomplished only to find, as in 
the past, that the documents involved had bean so widely dis- 
seminated that investigation and interviews with the recipients 
of the classified source material remained a fruitless task. 
Further, successful investigation of th# sources of such dis- 
closures was again severely circumscribed by the implication!? 
involved In possible charges that th# United States Government 
was investigating the news media. 
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4. As in fee ?»it» &t *m title unanimous cooviction of 
tiu Chairman and the Members of the Security Committee that 
effective corrective action in the area of unauthorised disclosures 
could W implemented by; 

a* the Security Committee being authorised to 
conduct complete investigations which would lead to 
ties Identity of a person or persons responsible for 
an unauthorised disclosure; 

b. taking appropriate disciplinary action in & 
ju»t, clear* and definite manner which would demon- 
strate the extreme seriousness with which unauthorized 
disclosures are viewed, and moat importantly, 

«. bringing the prestige and the power of the 
Office of the President to bear on the problem. 

5* On the list of December lf?9 President Jfixen outlined 
ha a memora n dum sent to the Director and other addressees, Ms 
concern over the increasing proliferation of sensitive Intelligence 
data through the news media. 

6, The President, noting the statutory responsibilities 
of the Director of Central intelligence for the protection of 
titietiigence s ource s and methods, charged Mm wife providing 
guidance in tide field, especially through the machinery of the 
intelligence community. Subsequently, the DCI, as a result 
of discueeloae held in executive evasion on ZZ April 1971 within 
tho framework of the Halted State* Intelligence Board, immediately 
promulgated agreed upon 'Guidance Governing Disclosures of 
Cine sifted Intelligence, which had alee received the concurrence 
ef all addreseeee of fee President's memorandum of 21 December 

mo. 


M * companion report to the President, Mr. Helms 
noted feat ho had ashed the Halted States Board Principals to 
mahs particular efforts to assure that in fee ease of releases 
ef sensitive and speciaUy-compartmented intelligence the 




Approved For Release 2003, 


SSR 


IA-RDP84-00780R004300060041 -6 



Approved For Release 2003/05^^ j^RDP84-00780R004300060041 -6 

appropriate member of the community be consulted »* to potential 
damage, and that be wat requesting periodic report s from the* • on 
measures taken within their respective agencies and department s 
to implement these guidelines, 

8. Oa the 4th of June 1971 the director of Central T ntellig«nce 
set forth Ms thoughts ia a memorandum to multiple addressee# of 
the intelligence community wherein he expressed his growing con- 
cern with the increasing resort t© public disclosure of classifier 
information despite the President's injunction of SI December *970 
urging caution In the public release of classified data. Mr. Helms 
stated that the frequency of such disclosures had reached alarming 
level* and feraiehed the addressee* with a compendium of tweety- 
twe 22j disclosure* which had appeared in the press la little omr 
a four-month period-- 18 January through Z? May 1971. Mr, Helms 
stressed that the flood of public disclosures of classified informa- 
tion glees the ZTSSM and other foreign powers keen insights bate 
the capabilities and limitations of our intelligence system and 
tends to undermine the attitude toward security at all levels of 
Government. He again requested the cooperation of the intelligence 
community In eliminating any further public disclosures which cam 
only damage the f. % intelligence posture. 
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4. As in the past, it was the unanimous conviction of 
the Chairman and the Members of the Security Committee that 
effective corrective action in the area of unauthorized disclosures 
could be implemented by: 

a. the Security Committee being authorized to 
conduct complete investigations which would lead to 
the identity of a person or persons responsible for 
an unauthorized disclosure; 

b. taking appropriate disciplinary action in a 
just, clear, and definite manner which would demon- 
strate the extreme seriousness with which unauthorized 
disclosures are viewed, and most importantly, 

c. bringing the prestige and the power of the 
Office of the President to bear on the problem. 

5. On the 21st of December 1970 President Nixon outlined 
in a memorandum prepared for the intelligence community and 
including the Attorney General, the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, and others, his concern over the increasing proliferation 
of sensitive intelligence data through the news media. 

6. The President, noting the statutory responsibilities 
of the Director of Central Intelligence for the protection of 
intelligence sources and methods, charged him with providing 
guidance in this field, especially through the machinery of the 
intelligence community. Subsequently, the DCI, as a result 
of discussions held in executive session on '"22 April 1971 within 

the framework of the United States Intelligences Board, immediately 
promulgated agreed upon "Guidance Governing'Uisclosures of 
Classified Intelligence, " which had also receive^’^he concurrence 
of all addressees of the President's memorandum bf 21 December 
1970. 

7. In a companion report to the President, Mr. Helms 
noted that he had asked the United States Board Principals to 
make particular efforts to assure that in the case of releases 
of sensitive and specially-compartmented intelligence the 
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